DELAWARE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
STATE OF DELAWARE
411 LEGISLATIVE AVENUE
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901

July 14, 2025

The Honorable Lydia York
Delaware State Auditor
Office of the State Auditor
1128 S. Bradford Street
Dover, DE 19904

Dear Auditor York,

As members of the Delaware General Assembly, we write to formally request that your office
conduct a forensic audit of the Appoquinimink School District, in response to recent troubling
financial developments.

On July 8, 2025, the Appoquinimink Board of Education approved a 10% increase in the local
school tax rate—a decision that contradicts repeated public assurances that no such increase
would be necessary. The justification provided for this sudden reversal was reportedly the
discovery of a major accounting error that has placed the district in unexpected financial
jeopardy.

Given the size and continued growth of the Appoquinimink School District, and the
substantial public resources it administers, this situation warrants urgent, independent
scrutiny. A forensic audit by your office is necessary to:

. Determine the cause and full extent of the accounting error;

. Evaluate whether fraud, mismanagement, or negligence contributed to the
district’s current financial condition;

. Assess whether the district has been in compliance with state laws, internal
controls, and proper accounting procedures;

. Identify any systemic issues that could pose ongoing risks to fiscal integrity.

In addition, we respectfully request an inquiry by your office into reported inequities by New
Castle County as they relate to the county’s 2024 tax collection process. Karen Felix, a
member of the Appoquinimink School Board Finance Committee, stated in April 2025 that
“there were major inequities in the 2024 taxing process, where some residence/commercial
properties were taxed, and others were not.” It is our understanding that new businesses and



new residents that moved to the Appoquinimink District jurisdiction after July 1, 2024 were
NOT taxed. As a result, tax revenue from those entities were not collected. An explanation of
the county’s oversight is, therefore, also requested.

Taxpayers, parents, and educators deserve full transparency and accountability from district
leadership. This audit would provide critical information to inform future oversight, budgetary
planning, and legislative decision-making.

We respectfully ask that your office prioritize this matter and provide the General Assembly
with regular updates on your findings.

Thank you for your continued commitment to transparency and the responsible stewardship of

public funds.

Nicole Poore
State Senator
12™ District

Jeff Spiegelman
State Representative
11" District

Eric Morrison
State Representative
27" District

Sincerely,

Stephanie Hansen
State Senator
10" District

Kevin Hensley
State Representative
o District

Kyra Hoffner
State Senator
14™ District

Rae Moore
State Representative
8" District



